Prenatal delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol in the rat: effects on postweaning growth.
Either 15 or 30 mg/kg of delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (delta-9-THC) was administered from Day 2 through Day 22 of gestation. Pair-fed and nontreated groups served as controls and all treated and control litters were fostered at birth to untreated dams. When weighed at 57-60 days of age, pair-fed controls were significantly heavier than the nontreated, whereas the treated animals were intermediate between the controls. These findings are discussed with respect to nutritional studies that have reported postnatal growth enhancement following prenatal maternal undernutrition and the possibility that prenatal delta-9-THC inhibits this effect.